The Union County Commission met in Regular Meeting at 7:00 P.M. on Monday, April 28, 2025
at the Union County Courthouse. The Honorable Jason Bailey, County Chairman Presiding. A
quorum being present, Union County Commission was duly opened at 7:00 P.M.

The Agenda for April 28, 2025 is as follows:

1. Call to Order

2. Invocation

3. Pledge of Allegiance

4. Roll Call

5. Announcements: (if any)

6. Approve List for Public Comments

7. Public Comments

8. Approve Minutes of — March 24, 2025 Regular Meeting
0. Approve Notaries: (if any)

10. County Mayor’s Report — Mayor Jason Bailey

11. Matthew Hill — Fiber Internet for Speedwell and Big Ridge
12. Crystal Ivey — KUB ConnectED Program

13. 911 Board — Inter-local Agreement for FY26

14.  Adoption of 2024 International Building Codes

15.  Middle School Construction Updates

16.  Budget Committee

17. Melissa Brown, Director of Finance

a. Monthly Finance Report — March 2025
b. Budget Amendments & Transfers
c. Approve/Disapprove Surplus
d. Contracts
18. Old Business
a. 2" Reading of Resolution to Abolish the Office of Constable
b. Hubbs Property Contract (Jail)
19.  New Business
20. Addendums: (if any)
a. 911 Employee Insurance

21. Adjourn
1. County Commission was duly opened by Deputy Martin Nicley.
2. Invocation by Commissioner Greg Dyer.
3. Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner R.L. Jones.

4. Roll Call by Amy England, Union County Chief Deputy Clerk. Commissioners
Present: Lynn Beeler, Mike Boles, Angela Conner-Murphy, Danny Cooke, Bill Cox,
Greg Dyer, Linda Effler, Dawn Flatford, Sidney Jessee, Jr., R.L. Jones, Larry Lay,
Ashley Mike, Kenny Moore, Gerald Simmons, Eddie Simpson and Cheryl Walker.

Commissioners Absent: None



5. Announcements

a. Samantha Brantley-Smith sent an invitation by email to all the County
Commissioners to visit the recovery court.

b. Garnet Southerland presented the Take Down Tobacco 5™ Grade Poster Contest
Winner, Izabella Amador.

6. Approve List for Public Comments

Brenda Rogers, Jeff Reeser, Ray Houston, Michael Walker, Jason Mills, Kelly Bristow and
Shannon Gray were approved to speak.

7. Public Comments

a. Brenda Rogers from the 5™ District spoke about the need for constables and her
support of them.

b. Jeff Reeser from the 7™ District spoke about the wheel tax increase on motor cycles.
c. Ray Houston did not speak.

d. Michael Walker, Union County Rescue Squad, asked the commission about a
nighttime Christmas Parade.

e. Jason Mills from the 4™ District spoke in support of constables.
f. Kelly Bristow from the 6" District spoke in support of constables.

g. Shannon Gray, Tennessee Constable Association, spoke on the need for County
Commission to find a way to save the office of Constable.

8. Approve Minutes of — March 24, 2025 Regular Meeting

A Motion was made by Sidney Jessee, Jr. and Seconded by Greg Dyer to approve the Minutes
of March 24, 2025 Regular Meeting as presented.

County Chairman Jason Bailey Called for a Roll Call Vote. Commissioners Voting For: Lynn
Beeler, Mike Boles, Angela Conner-Murphy, Danny Cooke, Bill Cox, Greg Dyer, Linda Effler,
Dawn Flatford, Sidney Jessee, Jr., R.L. Jones, Larry Lay, Ashley Mike, Kenny Moore, Gerald
Simmons, Eddie Simpson and Cheryl Walker. Commissioners Voting Against: None.
Commissioners Passing: None. Motion Carried.

0. Approve Notaries

A Motion was made by Ashley Mike and Seconded by Eddie Simpson to approve the
following Notaries: Elkanna Aimmia Long, Michele Rustad, and Stacy Amanda Wood.

County Chairman Jason Bailey Called for a Roll Call Vote. Commissioners Voting For: Lynn
Beeler, Mike Boles, Angela Conner-Murphy, Danny Cooke, Bill Cox, Greg Dyer, Linda Effler,
Dawn Flatford, Sidney Jessee, Jr., R.L. Jones, Larry Lay, Ashley Mike, Kenny Moore, Gerald
Simmons, Eddie Simpson and Cheryl Walker. Commissioners Voting Against: None.
Commissioners Passing: None. Motion Carried.



10. County Mayor’s Report — Mayor Jason Bailey

Mayor’s Report

April, 2025

Union County Government

Public Meetings
May, 2025
Date Board/Committee Location/Time
6 New Construction Large Courtroom/5:00pm
Committee

6 Budget Committee Large Courtroom/6:00pm
15 911 Board Small Courtroom/6:30pm
20 Salary Committee Large Courtroom/5:00pm
20 Budget Committee Large Courtroom/6:00pm

27 TUESDAY Planning Commission Large Courtroom/6:00pm
27 TUESDAY County Commission Large Courtroom/7:00pm

30 Opioid Abatement Board Recovery Court Office/9:00am

**Unless otherwise noted, all meetings are held at the Union County Courthouse.



Mayor’s Report
April, 2025

Active Grants: (Mayor’s Office)

American Rescue Plan Act (Federal Government) - $3.8 Million
e ARPA TDEC- Water and Sewer (Federal Government) - $4.4 Million

e GIVE Grant (State of TN) - $1,000,000- No Local Match
Purchase equipment for TCAT in Union County

e State of TN Appropriations Committee- $9,000,000- No Local Match
Funding from the State of TN for a TCAT/Walters State campus near UCHS

e FARM Grant (TN Dept of Ag)- $1,000,000
Completion of Heritage Park- Match Funded from Hotel/Motel Tax

e Tourism Enhancement Grant- $100,000
Complete “Music Wall of Fame” at Heritage Park
Local Match of $10,000 funded by the UC Chamber of Commerce
No Cost to UC Government

e CDBG Food Insecurity- $77,000
Purchase Senior Center Bus, No Local Match

e Tech Goes Home TN- $100,000- No Local Match
Install Wifi Hotspots throughout the County-Community Centers and Parks
Computer Skills Training for Senior Citizens
Each Senior who completes training receives a free Chromebook (laptop)

e Safe Streets and Roads for All (Federal Government- Planning Grant)
Provide three new red lights (PES, Durham Drive-UCHS, New Middle School,
and a turn lane at UCHS)

e Broadband Ready Grant (State of TN-Scott County Telephone)
UC provides match (ARPA) for fiber build-out in the Speedwell Community

e Appalachian Regional Commission (Federal Govt) $1,000,000
Improvements at Blue Mud Board Launch- Big Ridge State Park

Potential Grants:

e Nationwide Cybersecurity Review (NCSR)
Cybersecurity equipment and services reimbursement

e [ocal Parks and Recreation Grant (State of TN)
Construct multi-purpose sports fields behind Wilson Park

e Community Development Block Grant (CDBG-Federal Govt)
New EMS Station in Maynardville $1,000,000

County Projects

e Jail Committee has recommended the Hubbs property
o contract with Hubbs family

Big Ridge Community Center- property purchased

Speedwell Community Centers- site plan complete

EMS Station Sharps Chapel- awaiting TVA approval

Luttrell Industrial Park

Other (attachments)

e TN Health Commissioner Letter
e Population Update- 2024

Questions or Concerns?



Attachments

April, 2025

STATE OF TENNESSEE
PEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
ANDREW JOHNSON TOWER, 5™ FLOOR
BILL LEE 710 JAMES ROBERTSON PARKWAY RALPH ALVARADQ, MD, FACP
GOVERNOR NASHVILLE, TN 37243 COMMISSIONER
April 23, 2025 ; 3
} }
Dear County Mayor:

Last menth, the U.5. Department of Health and Human Services, through the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), terminated several grants managed by the
Tennessee Department of Heaith. Among the affected grants was the Epiderniology and
Laboratory Capacity (ELC) grant. This federal funding had been crucial in supplementing
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds for the construction and renovation of county
health departments statewide, As a result of this termination, we are facing an
estimated $20 million shortfali, which has put many county projects at risk of being
incomplete.

Fortunately, through the difigent stewardship of county governments and the use of
earmarked ARPA contingency funds, the department is poised to cover the loss of
federal ELC grant dollars supporting ARPA-approved projects. To bridge this funding
gap, we will realfocate state-supported savings from completed projects, as well as those
projected to underspend. This strategic reallocation will ensure that participating
counties can continue their generational capital investments, which are essential to for
improving service delivery to Tennesseans.

Reallocating funds may require adjustrments to existing contracts between the
department and the county. Departméentaf staff will be in contact with your office if
adiustmients to agreements will be necessary.

As always, your patience and partnership has been invaluable throughout this process.

Sincerely,

Ralph Alvarado, MD, FACP
Commissioner



1. Matthew Hill — Fiber Internet for Speedwell and Big Ridge

No action was taken in open meeting and was requested to be on the May 27, 2025 agenda.



12. Crystal Ivey — KUB ConnectED Program

Crystal Ivey, Government Relations representative from Knoxville Utilities Board, gave a brief
presentation on the ConnectED Program. This program partners with counties and cities to
provide free internet to student households that cannot afford internet. Families have to meet
income qualifications. The funds to support the program come from the Pilot fee that the utility
would pay the county.

13. 911 Board — Interlocal Agreement for FY26

State of Tennessee

County of Union

INTERLOCAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT
FOR EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS
BETWEEN UNION COUNTY EMERGENCY
COMMUNICATIONS DISTRICT AND UNION COUNTY

Pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 7-86-105(b)(6), this Interlocal Cooperation Agreement for
Emergency Communications (the “Agreement”) is entered into between and among Union County,
a political entity and subdivision within the State of Tennessee and Union County Emergency
Communications District (the “District”) a statutory created municipality and public corporation
created in accordance and pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 7-86-101 et seq.

WHEREAS the District was established for the purpose of providing a system of
emergency communications whereby a caller dialing 911 would immediately be connected to a
public safety answering point that would quickly and efficiently assure that the appropriate
emergency agency responders are notified; and

WHEREAS such a system results in the saving of life, a reduction in the destruction of
property, quicker apprehension of criminals, and ultimately the saving of money; and

WHEREAS the District was established as a statutory municipality or public corporation in
perpetuity, authorized to fund its operation through a bona fide emergency telephone service charge
on all service users within its borders, whether business or residential, public or private, profit
making or not for profit, including governmental entities, and

WHEREAS Union County and the District desire to conduct certain operations related to
emergency communications jointly as contemplated by Tenn. Code. Ann. § 7-86-105(b)(6).

WHEREAS the Union County Commission authorized the execution of this Interlocal
Agteement between Uniog County and ghe District by and under the terms and conditions
contained herein on the - L0 day of DN\ , 2025, and

b

WHEREAS the District, acting by and through its Board of Directors, authorized the
execution of this Interlocal Agreement between Unign County by and under the terms and
conditions contained herein on the ‘2 day of !&;Qﬂ\ 2025.

NOW THEREFORE in consideration of the mutual promises and covenants set forth
herein, good and valuable consideration of sufficiency hereby acknowledged by all parties, they
hereby agree as follows:




i

2.

PURPOSE: This Agreement is for the purpose of establishing the manner, tetims, and
condittions by which Union County and the District shall jointly provide 911 and dispatch
services in the area. For the putposes of this agreement “911 service” shall be the Public
Safery Answerng Point (PSAP), lines, equipment, and personnel necessary to receive and
answer 9-1-1 calls and requests, (the universal number that is used on telephone devices by
the public at large for help in an emergency as defined by Tenn. Code Ann. § 7-80-103(1).
“Dispatch Service” means Direct Dispatch, in which the PSAT upon the receipt of a request
for emergency service, provides by comumercial mobile radio for the dispatch of the
appropriate emergency services agency units as defined within Tenn. Code. Ann § 7-86-

103(10).

JOINT EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS DISTRICT: Union County and the
District shall form a Joint Emergency Communications District as defined under Tenn.
Code Ann. § 7-86-105(b)(6). The parties agree the District will function and operate under
the laws contained within Tenn. Code Ann. § 7-86-103(b)(1}, (<}, (d), (&), (B, (&), (h}, and ().
The District Board of Directors shall cousist of nine (9) members to govern the affairs of
the District. The County Mayor shall appoint the members of the Board of Directors
subject to confitmaton by the County Legislative Body. The members shall serve for a term
of four {4) years without compensation. The Board of Directors has the complete and sole
authority to appomt 2 chair and other officers it may deem necessary from among the
existing Board of Directors, employ such experts and consultants necessary to assist the
Board in the discharge of its respoansibilities to the extent of available funds. The Board has
the authority to provide pension, insutance, or any other benefit plans deemed appropriate
for District employees, No member of the Board shall be an employee of the District.

COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT!: The Partics agree to jointly provide 9-1-1 within the
District and dispatch services for all emergency responders within the unincorporated area
of the District.

The DISTRICT heteby agrees to be tresponsible for providing the following operational
aspects of 9-1-1 service in the District:

A 9-1-1 Emetgency Communications Center capable of receiving and dispatching calls for
service utilizing the direct dispatch method (I'CA § 7%86-107{A)); a 9-1-1 telephone
controller with the capability of receiving traditional landline, Voice Over Internet
Protocol(VOIP), wireless, ands text 9-1-1 calls for service; a radio console, tadios, and
antennas with the capability of communicating with law enforcement, EMS, EMA, fire
departments, and rescue squads; a digital voice recorder that caprures all communications
that come iato the Communications Center; Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) System that
generates a record of all calls for assistance from emergency service providers conducting
business and service via the Emergency Communications Center which shall be time and
date stamped accurately. The District shall provide the softwate required for ali emergency
service providers to access the Mobile CAD system with each individual emergency services
agency tesponsible for their own hardware, maintenance of that hardware, and internet
service to access the provided software. The District shall staff the Communications Cernter
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with two (2) trained and certified telecommunicators 24 hours a day 7 days per week to
provide service for all callers and emergency service providers within the District; provide
software and/or data with oblique and ortho imagery of Union County with annual updates
to all Union County Government Offices; provide software to the Union County Property
Assessor to perform GIS mapping of all public and private roads within the District, address
all residential and business structures, and maintain and update maps within a computer
database for the District. Provide and maintain all radio equipment used by their FCC
licensed frequencies at the two (2) repeater sites within the District at Luttrell and at Fox
Hunter Road, providing and maintaining the backup generators at these locations to
continue to provide emergency services dispatching in the event of a powet failure, and the
monthly utilities at the Luttrell repeater site. The District shall provide staffing to maintain
an accurate account of any and all monies for the District in accordance with the State
Comptroller guidelines, maintain all tecords pettaining to NCIC in accordance with the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) rules and regulations as well as ensuring that
telecommunicators employed in the Communications Center are trained and certified in
NCIC at the District’s expense. The District shall provide a full time Director to coordinate
with telephone service providets, emergency service providers, equipment and software
vendors, and all federal, state, and local governments relating to 9-1-1 setvice within the
District.

UNION COUNTY hereby agrees to be responsible for providing the following operational

aspects of 9-1-1 service in the District:

Exclusive use and possession of the 911 Communications Center located curtently at 130
Veterans Street, Suite B, Maynardville, along with all additions the District has previously
funded and completed at this location as well as unfettered access to the rooms and areas
housing the servers and all critical infrastructure at this location for the operation,
maintenance and improvement of the Communications Center at no cost. The District
shall, in its sole discretion, and on a temporary basis, allow other federal, state, or local
agencies or public service entities to use portions of this facility provided their use does not
interfere with the efficient operations of the Communications Center for its intended
purpose. Union County shall be responsible for all maintenance and utilities including trash
pick up for the facility where the Communications Center is located and operates.

FUNDING: The DISTRICT hereby agrees to be responsible for the following aspects of
9-1-1 and dispatch setvice:

All charges related to setvice providers for 9-1-1 trunk lines, all maintenance and related
expenses for emergency telephone service, the District’s own expenses for radio equipment
and its required licensing, CAD and mobile CAD software, mapping software for the Union
County Property Assessor for the purposes herein mentioned, and all payroll related
expenses for the UCECD employees.

UNION COUNTY hereby agrees to be responsible for funding the following aspects of
9-1-1 and dispatch services:



10.

A contribution of One Hundred and fifty-one thousand dollars ($151,000.00) for 9-1-1 and
dispatch service to all emergency service providers, mapping and addressing service, access
and use of the radio frequencies licensed to the individual, local county emergency service
providers for radio communication and dispatch of those providers within the
unincorporated areas of Union County for the duration of this agreement.

The patties hereby acknowledge that, consistent with Tenn. Code Ann. § 7-86-303(e),
reimbursements by the Tennessee Emergency Communications Board shall be a base
amount not less than the District received in fiscal year 2012. The Board may not reduce the
base funding amount unless local government funding is reduced.

FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL COMPLIANCE: The parties hereby agree to fully
comply with all the applicable Policies, Orders, Regulations, and Revenue and Operational
Standards of the Tennessee Emergency Communications Board, the applicable rules,
regulations, and orders of the Federal Communication and Digital Radio Procedure, the
Union County ECD Call Guide, and any and all applicable federal and state laws in the
performance of this Agreement.

TERM: The Parties hgreby.agree that this Agreement shall continue for one (1) year from
2025 until i ;P[ 1\ 2026.

NONDISCRIMINATION: The parties hereby agree, warrant, and assure that no person
shall be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected
to discrimination in the performance of this Agreement on the grounds of disability, age,
race, color, religion, sex, national origin, or any other classification protected by federal,
Tennessee State Constitutional, or statutory law.

LIABILITY: The District agrees to maintain adequate liability insurance coverage for the
District, District employees, and the District’s Board of Directots.

RECORDS: The District will maintain an accurate time-stamped, computer generated
tecotd of all calls for service within the District, and a digital, ime-stamped recording of all
telephone and radio communication within the District’s Central Dispatch Center. Any 2™
party data stored on the E-911 server is not the responsibility of the Union County
Emetgency Communications District, this includes data from the Jail Records Management
System (JMS) and the Records Management Systems (RMS).

SEVERABILITY: If any of the terms and conditions of this contract are held to be invalid
or unenforceable as a matter of law, the other terms and conditions herein shall not be
affected thereby and shall remain in full force and effect.
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A Motion was made by Sidney Jessee, Jr. and Seconded by Angela Conner-Murphy to
approve the 911 Board Interlocal Agreement for FY26 as presented.

County Chairman Jason Bailey Called for a Roll Call Vote. Commissioners Voting For: Lynn
Beeler, Mike Boles, Angela Conner-Murphy, Danny Cooke, Bill Cox, Greg Dyer, Linda Effler,
Dawn Flatford, Sidney Jessee, Jr., R.L. Jones, Larry Lay, Ashley Mike, Kenny Moore, Gerald
Simmons, Eddie Simpson and Cheryl Walker. Commissioners Voting Against: None.
Commissioners Passing: None. Motion Carried.
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14.

Adoption of 2024 International Building Codes
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A Motion was made by Cheryl Walker and Seconded by Larry Lay to Adopt the 2024
International Building Codes as presented.

County Chairman Jason Bailey Called for a Roll Call Vote. Commissioners Voting For: Lynn
Beeler, Mike Boles, Angela Conner-Murphy, Bill Cox, Greg Dyer, Linda Effler, Dawn Flatford,
R.L. Jones, Larry Lay, Ashley Mike, Kenny Moore, Gerald Simmons, Eddie Simpson and
Cheryl Walker. Commissioners Voting Against: Danny Cooke and Sidney Jessee, Jr.
Commissioners Passing: None. Motion Carried.

15. Middle School Construction Updates

Superintendent of Schools Greg Clay gave a construction update on the new middle school.
Blocks are being laid, moving dirt from the ball fields, and the project is currently on schedule to
open for Fall 2026.

16. Budget Committee

a. The Budget Committee has received the proposed FY26 Budget. Next budget meeting is
set for May 6, 2026 at 6:00 P.M.

b. The Private Act to increase the fee for building permits did not pass the Tennessee
Legislature. The current cost of building permits must follow the current private act that
was enacted in the 1970s.

16



17. Melissa Brown, Director of Finance

A Motion was made by Sidney Jessee, Jr. and Seconded by Eddie Simpson to approve the
Director of Finance to take the remaining money ($14,000) left in the finance office’s salary line
and give the current employees a raise.

County Chairman Jason Bailey Called for a Roll Call Vote. Commissioners Voting For: Lynn
Beeler, Mike Boles, Angela Conner-Murphy, Danny Cooke, Bill Cox, Greg Dyer, Linda Effler,
Dawn Flatford, Sidney Jessee, Jr., R.L. Jones, Larry Lay, Ashley Mike, Kenny Moore, Gerald
Simmons, Eddie Simpson and Cheryl Walker. Commissioners Voting Against: None.
Commissioners Passing: None. Motion Carried.

a. Monthly Finance Report — March 2025
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DIRECTOR OF FINANCE
MONTHLY REPORT

Commission

2024-2025  172- Community  Beginning Balance  Adjustments Receipts Disbursements Transfer Ending Balance
Mar-24 172-Community S 51,480.63 S e s = S = S = S 51,480.63

Apr-24 172-Community S 51,480.63 $ - 5 - S - s - S 51,480.63

May-24 172-Community s 51,480.63 S - S - S - s - s 51,480.63

Jun-24  172-Community S 51,480.63 § - s -5 -8 -5 51,480.63

Jul-24 172-Community s 51,480.63 § - S - S - S - S 51,480.63

Aug-24  172-Community S 51,480.63 $ -8 S -8 -8 51,480.63

Sep-24 172-Community s 51,480.63 $ - s = 5 = S = S 51,480.63
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72410-PRINCIPALS 23853 206,451 178,583 178,387 190,341 179,045 203,512 180,685 177,032 1,517,888 2,220,634 68%)
[72510-FISCAL SERVICES 800 146 B371) 4,235 10,411 638 3,168 - 326919 345,047 344359 | 100%)
[72610-OPERATION OF PLANT 359,648 222,605 200,498 188,979 169,196 176,760 271,809 196,048 1,998,000 2,606372 77%)
72620 MAINTENANCE OF PLANT 26967 50,644 52,209 81,676 25,135 45,162 38,653 33392 378,195 544063 70%|
72710-TRANSPORTATION 72,009 89,643 92718 88,662 94935 | S 89.878 87,340 82,174 86,995 784,353 1,186,569 66%|
[73 100 EOOD SERVICE - - - - - H - - - - z E #DIV/O!
[73300-COMMUNIT Y SERVICES 5,775 9,724 10,630 11,538 10,942 9,818 9,840 9,136 9.640 87,043 177,058 49%l|

3400 EARLY CHILDHOCD ED 730 37,137 31,226 37,205 33,431 32,545 39,640 33319 35,635 280,958 457396 61%)
76 100 REGULAR CAPITAL OUTLAY - - - - - - 14,283 - - 14,283 645,885 2%|
[F2310-0THER DEET SERVIC - - - - - - - - - - - [#Dvio
|82330-DEET SERVICE - - - - - - - - - - 274,063 0%
99100 TRANSFERS OUT - 213,421 - 500,000 - - - - - 713,421 25,990,043 3%)|
[TOTA]. FUND 141 1,041,167 2,326,013 2,249,601 2,902,160 2,335,439 2,337,290 2,598,781 2,356,617 2,640,999 11,288,066 58,198312 37%|
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b. Budget Amendments & Transfers

A Motion was made by Sidney Jessee, Jr. and Seconded by R.L. Jones to approve the Budget
Amendment request for Fund 101-General Fund as presented.

County Chairman Jason Bailey Called for a Roll Call Vote. Commissioners Voting For: Lynn
Beeler, Mike Boles, Angela Conner-Murphy, Danny Cooke, Bill Cox, Greg Dyer, Linda Effler,
Dawn Flatford, Sidney Jessee, Jr., R.L. Jones, Larry Lay, Ashley Mike, Kenny Moore, Gerald
Simmons, Eddie Simpson and Cheryl Walker. Commissioners Voting Against: None.
Commissioners Passing: None. Motion Carried.
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A Motion was made by Cheryl Walker and Seconded by Ashley Mike to approve the Budget
Amendment request for Fund 101-General Fund-Library as presented.

County Chairman Jason Bailey Called for a Roll Call Vote. Commissioners Voting For: Lynn
Beeler, Mike Boles, Angela Conner-Murphy, Danny Cooke, Bill Cox, Greg Dyer, Linda Effler,
Dawn Flatford, Sidney Jessee, Jr., R.L. Jones, Larry Lay, Ashley Mike, Kenny Moore, Gerald
Simmons, Eddie Simpson and Cheryl Walker. Commissioners Voting Against: None.
Commissioners Passing: None. Motion Carried.
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UNION COUNTY GOVERNMENT
BUDGET AMENDMENT REQUEST
Submitted to Budget Committee April 15, 2025
FUND 118-Ambulance Service

Cost Original/ Amended
Function| Obj Center Description Amended Budget|Decrease Increase Budget
55130 168|REIMB Temporary Personnel S 25,00 S 2,550.00 | § 2,575.00
55130 201 Social Security S - $ 158.10 | $ 158.10
55130 204 State Retirement S S 138.72 | S 138,72
55130 212 Employer Medicare $ - S 36.98 | § 36.98
55130 510 Trustee's Commission S 22,000.00 s 5,374.00 | 27,374.00
S S 8,257.80
S 8,257.80 NET CHANGE

Miscellaneous Refunds

bRl

(2,883.80)]

~ mra Aand

nnnnn T - T o= o

A Motion was made by Larry Lay and Seconded by R.L. Jones to approve the Budget
Amendment request for Fund 118-Ambulance Service as presented.

County Chairman Jason Bailey Called for a Roll Call Vote. Commissioners Voting For: Lynn
Beeler, Mike Boles, Angela Conner-Murphy, Danny Cooke, Bill Cox, Greg Dyer, Linda Effler,
Dawn Flatford, Sidney Jessee, Jr., R.L. Jones, Larry Lay, Ashley Mike, Kenny Moore, Gerald
Simmons, Eddie Simpson and Cheryl Walker. Commissioners Voting Against: None.
Commissioners Passing: None. Motion Carried.

A Motion was made by Angela Conner-Murphy and Seconded by Gerald Simmons to
approve the Budget Amendment request for Fund 122-Drug Fund as presented.

County Chairman Jason Bailey Called for a Roll Call Vote. Commissioners Voting For: Lynn
Beeler, Mike Boles, Angela Conner-Murphy, Danny Cooke, Bill Cox, Greg Dyer, Linda Effler,
Dawn Flatford, R.L. Jones, Larry Lay, Ashley Mike, Kenny Moore, Gerald Simmons, Eddie
Simpson and Cheryl Walker. Commissioners Voting Against: Sidney Jessee, Jr.
Commissioners Passing: None. Motion Carried.
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A Motion was made by R.L. Jones and Seconded by Larry Lay to approve the Budget
Amendment request for Fund 127-Other General Government Special-ARPA as presented.

County Chairman Jason Bailey Called for a Roll Call Vote. Commissioners Voting For: Lynn
Beeler, Mike Boles, Angela Conner-Murphy, Danny Cooke, Bill Cox, Greg Dyer, Linda Effler,
Dawn Flatford, Sidney Jessee, Jr., R.L. Jones, Larry Lay, Ashley Mike, Kenny Moore, Gerald
Simmons, Eddie Simpson and Cheryl Walker. Commissioners Voting Against: None.
Commissioners Passing: None. Motion Carried.

A Motion was made by Sidney Jessee, Jr. and Seconded by Lynn Beeler to approve the
Budget Amendment request for Fund 128-Opoid Settlement Fund as presented.

County Chairman Jason Bailey Called for a Roll Call Vote. Commissioners Voting For: Lynn
Beeler, Mike Boles, Angela Conner-Murphy, Danny Cooke, Bill Cox, Greg Dyer, Linda Effler,
Dawn Flatford, Sidney Jessee, Jr., R.L. Jones, Larry Lay, Ashley Mike, Kenny Moore, Gerald
Simmons and Cheryl Walker. Commissioners Voting Against: Eddie Simpson.
Commissioners Passing: None. Motion Carried.
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UNION COUNTY GOVERNMENT

BUDGET AMENDMENT REQUEST

Submitted to Road Commission April 7, 2025
Submitted to Budget Committee April 15, 2025
FUND 131-HIGHWAY FUND

Cost Original/ Amended
Function| Obj | Center Description Amended Budget |Decrease Increase Budget
65000 463 Testing S 3,000.00| S (3,000.00) S -
61000 335 Maintenance And Repair Services-Buildings S 20,390.00( $ (17,000.00) S 3,390.00
61000 435 Office Supplies S 2,560.00 S 1,000.00 | & 3,560.00
62000 | 403 Asphalt-Cold Mix 3 2,000.00 S 1,000.00 | & 3,000.00
R/RINNN AN DAad Cimne ¢ C nnn nn € 1 nnnNn < [=¥alala¥ala!

A Motion was made by Greg Dyer and Seconded by Ashley Mike to approve the Budget
Amendment request for Fund 131-Highway Fund as presented.

County Chairman Jason Bailey Called for a Roll Call Vote. Commissioners Voting For: Lynn
Beeler, Mike Boles, Angela Conner-Murphy, Danny Cooke, Bill Cox, Greg Dyer, Linda Effler,
Dawn Flatford, Sidney Jessee, Jr., R.L. Jones, Larry Lay, Ashley Mike, Kenny Moore, Gerald

Simmons, Eddie Simpson and Cheryl Walker.

Commissioners Passing: None. Motion Carried.

Commissioners Voting Against: None.
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A Motion was made by Larry Lay and Seconded by Sidney Jessee, Jr. to approve the Budget
Amendment request for Fund 151-General Debt Services as presented.

County Chairman Jason Bailey Called for a Roll Call Vote. Commissioners Voting For: Lynn
Beeler, Mike Boles, Angela Conner-Murphy, Danny Cooke, Bill Cox, Greg Dyer, Linda Effler,
Dawn Flatford, Sidney Jessee, Jr., R.L. Jones, Larry Lay, Ashley Mike, Kenny Moore, Gerald
Simmons, Eddie Simpson and Cheryl Walker. Commissioners Voting Against: None.
Commissioners Passing: None. Motion Carried.

A Motion was made by R.L. Jones and Seconded by Gerald Simmons to approve the Budget
Amendment request for Fund 171-General Capital Projects Fund as presented.

County Chairman Jason Bailey Called for a Roll Call Vote. Commissioners Voting For: Lynn
Beeler, Mike Boles, Angela Conner-Murphy, Danny Cooke, Bill Cox, Greg Dyer, Linda Effler,
Dawn Flatford, Sidney Jessee, Jr., R.L. Jones, Larry Lay, Ashley Mike, Kenny Moore, Gerald
Simmons, Eddie Simpson and Cheryl Walker. Commissioners Voting Against: None.
Commissioners Passing: None. Motion Carried.
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A Motion was made by Sidney Jessee, Jr. and Seconded by Eddie Simpson to approve the
Budget Amendment request for Fund 189-Other Capital Projects Fund as presented.

County Chairman Jason Bailey Called for a Roll Call Vote. Commissioners Voting For: Lynn
Beeler, Mike Boles, Angela Conner-Murphy, Danny Cooke, Bill Cox, Greg Dyer, Linda Effler,
Dawn Flatford, Sidney Jessee, Jr., R.L. Jones, Larry Lay, Ashley Mike, Kenny Moore, Gerald
Simmons, Eddie Simpson and Cheryl Walker. Commissioners Voting Against: None.
Commissioners Passing: None. Motion Carried.
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A Motion was made by Cheryl Walker and Seconded by Greg Dyer to approve the Budget
Amendment request for Fund 141-General Purpose School as presented.

County Chairman Jason Bailey Called for a Roll Call Vote. Commissioners Voting For: Lynn
Beeler, Mike Boles, Angela Conner-Murphy, Danny Cooke, Bill Cox, Greg Dyer, Linda Effler,
Dawn Flatford, Sidney Jessee, Jr., R.L. Jones, Larry Lay, Ashley Mike, Kenny Moore, Gerald
Simmons, Eddie Simpson and Cheryl Walker. Commissioners Voting Against: None.
Commissioners Passing: None. Motion Carried.
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UNION COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION
BUDGET AMENDMENT REQUEST
Submitted to Board of Education April 10, 2025
To be submitted to Budget Committee April 15, 2025
FUND 142-Federal Programs-Sub Fund 701-ARP Homeless

CosT Original/ Amended
Function Obj CENTER DESCRIPTION Amended Budget |Decrease Increase Budget
72130 599 Other Charges S 2,513.55 | § (4.49) S 2,509.06
72130 790 Other Equipment s 0.01]$ (0.01) $ -
S (4.50)] $ -
[ (4.50) NET CHANGE

This transfer request is to reduce expenditure to match Eplan budget

A Motion was made by Dawn Flatford and Seconded by Ashley Mike to approve the Budget
Amendment request for Fund 142-Federal Programs as presented.

County Chairman Jason Bailey Called for a Roll Call Vote. Commissioners Voting For: Lynn
Beeler, Mike Boles, Angela Conner-Murphy, Danny Cooke, Bill Cox, Greg Dyer, Linda Effler,
Dawn Flatford, Sidney Jessee, Jr., R.L. Jones, Larry Lay, Ashley Mike, Kenny Moore, Gerald
Simmons, Eddie Simpson and Cheryl Walker. Commissioners Voting Against: None.
Commissioners Passing: None. Motion Carried.

A Motion was made by Sidney Jessee, Jr. and Seconded by Eddie Simpson to approve the
Budget Amendment request for Fund 145-Other Education-TNVA as presented.

County Chairman Jason Bailey Called for a Roll Call Vote. Commissioners Voting For: Lynn
Beeler, Mike Boles, Angela Conner-Murphy, Danny Cooke, Bill Cox, Greg Dyer, Linda Effler,
Dawn Flatford, Sidney Jessee, Jr., R.L. Jones, Larry Lay, Ashley Mike, Kenny Moore, Gerald
Simmons, Eddie Simpson and Cheryl Walker. Commissioners Voting Against: None.
Commissioners Passing: None. Motion Carried.
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c. Approve/Disapprove Surplus

A Motion was made by Eddie Simpson and Seconded by Kenny Moore to approve the
Surplus as presented.

County Chairman Jason Bailey Called for a Roll Call Vote. Commissioners Voting For: Lynn
Beeler, Mike Boles, Angela Conner-Murphy, Danny Cooke, Bill Cox, Greg Dyer, Linda Effler,
Dawn Flatford, Sidney Jessee, Jr., R.L. Jones, Larry Lay, Ashley Mike, Kenny Moore, Gerald
Simmons, Eddie Simpson and Cheryl Walker. Commissioners Voting Against: None.
Commissioners Passing: None. Motion Carried.

d. Contracts

A Motion was made by Gerald Simmons and Seconded by Cheryl Walker to approve the
Contracts for Southern Health Partners and Barnes Exterminating as presented.

County Chairman Jason Bailey Called for a Roll Call Vote. Commissioners Voting For: Lynn
Beeler, Mike Boles, Angela Conner-Murphy, Danny Cooke, Bill Cox, Greg Dyer, Linda Effler,
Dawn Flatford, Sidney Jessee, Jr., R.L. Jones, Larry Lay, Ashley Mike, Kenny Moore, Gerald
Simmons and Cheryl Walker. Commissioners Voting Against: None. Commissioners
Passing: Eddie Simpson. Motion Carried.

A Motion was made by Greg Dyer and Seconded by Dawn Flatford to approve up to $10,000
to repair the Brock Community Center plumbing.

County Chairman Jason Bailey Called for a Roll Call Vote. Commissioners Voting For: Lynn
Beeler, Mike Boles, Angela Conner-Murphy, Danny Cooke, Bill Cox, Greg Dyer, Linda Effler,
Dawn Flatford, Sidney Jessee, Jr., R.L. Jones, Larry Lay, Ashley Mike, Kenny Moore, Gerald
Simmons, Eddie Simpson and Cheryl Walker. Commissioners Voting Against: None.
Commissioners Passing: None. Motion Carried.
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Commissioner Sidney Jessee, Jr. requested the spreadsheet from the Sheriff’s Department Drug
Fund balance be entered into the minutes.

Beginning Debits Credit Ending

Cash Receipts Expenses Cash
FY2018 S 73,104.24 S 49,634.50 §$ 45,349.18 $ 77,389.56
FY2019 S 77,389.56 S 41,309.46 S 41,080.81 S 77,618.21
FY2020 S 77,618.21 S 91,796.47 S 82,662.36 S 86,752.32
FY2021 S 86,752.32 S 46,305.17 S 47,484.05 S 85,573.44
FY2022 S 85,573.44 S 82,408.63 S 62,213.81 $105,768.26
FY2023 $105,768.26 S 13,648.73 § 52,732.14 S 66,684.85
FY2024 S 66,684.85 S 5316.05 S 61,053.52 $ 10,947.38
FY2025 S 10,947.38 S 12,699.62 $ 4,080.87 S 19,566.13
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18.

Old Business

a. 2" Reading of Resolution to Abolish the Office of Constable

BEFORE THE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE BODY FOR UNION COUNTY, TENNESSEE
RESOLUTION TO ABOLISH THE OFFICE OF CONSTABLE

NO. _03 03-24-2025

WHEREAS, improvements in the capability, professionalism and efficiency of the office of shenft
regarding law enforcement and the service of civil process has made the office of constable unnecessary
in Union County; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly of the State of Tennessee through enactment of Chapter 344 of the
Public Acts of 1997, codified at Tennessee Code Annotated Section 8-10-101 (a)(3)(A) authorizes the
county legislative body to abolish the office of constable in our county at the end of the term of current
officeholders upon two-thirds (2/3) majority vote in two consecutive meetings;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the county legislative body of Union County,
Tennessee, meeting in regular session at Maynardville, Tennessee, that the office of constable in Union
County, Tennessee is hereby abolished at the end of the current term of office of the current holders of
the office of constable in Union County, Tennessee.

BE IT, FURTHER, RESOLVED, that the County Clerk send a copy of this resolution to the current

holders of the office of constable and to the county election commission in Union County.

Motion to approve by: _Sidney Jessee, Jr. : Seconded by: Kenny Moore
Lynn Beeler, Mike Boles, Angela Conner-Murphy, Darmy Cooke, Bill Cox, Greg Dyer, Linda Effler, Dawn Flatford,

Voﬁ_ng for_ Sidney Jessee, Jr., R.L. Jones, Larry Lay, Ashley Mike, Kenny Moore, Gerald Simmons, Eddie Simpson and Cheryl Walker

Voting no: None

Passing: None
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A Motion was made by Sidney Jessee, Jr. and Seconded by Kenny Moore to approve the 2"
Reading of Resolution No. 03 03-24-2025 to Abolish the Office of Constable as presented.

County Chairman Jason Bailey Called for a Roll Call Vote. Commissioners Voting For: Lynn
Beeler, Mike Boles, Danny Cooke, Bill Cox, Greg Dyer, Linda Effler, Dawn Flatford, Sidney
Jessee, Jr., R.L. Jones, Larry Lay, Ashley Mike, Kenny Moore, Gerald Simmons, Eddie Simpson
and Cheryl Walker. Commissioners Voting Against: None. Commissioners Passing: Angela
Conner-Murphy. 2/3 Majority Vote Motion Carried.
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Commissioner Sidney Jessee, Jr. requested the following documents be put on the record
pertaining to the Constables.
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" Vehicle Information

Owner Same as Driver |aner First Name |0wner Middle Name Qwner Last Name
JOHN E DENNIS

Address Line 1 Address Line 2 City State  [Zip Code Phone 1

454 OAK GROVE LN | Sharps Chapel | TN | 37866 8659243405
Vehicle Year |Vehicle Make Vehicle Model Color Vehicle Special Use |Tiudy Style

2014 DODG J CHA Black Police Four-Door Sedan Hardtop
VIN ILioense Plate Number ISEala Plate Expiration lum: Type

2C3CDXAG2EH345934 E87641 Ti 022024 Motor Vehicle Not In-Transport Outside the T

1st Trailer 1st Trailer License Plate Information Towed

Driven From Scene

2nd Trailer 2nd Trailer License Plate Information

Insurance 1 Insurance 1 Type Insurance 1 Carrier Insurance 1 Start Date |Insurance 1 End Date

5414995D0442A Vehicle STATE FARM 6/4/2023 8/4/2023

Insurance 2

Insurance 2 Type

Insurance 2 Carrier

Insurance 2 Start Date | Insurance 2 End Date

Insurance 3

Insurance 3 Type

Insurance 3 Carrier

Insurance 3 Start Date  |Insurance 3 End Date

Vehicle Damage and Roadway Characteristics

Most Harmiul Event
Parked Motor Vehicle

Paoint of First Impact
Front End

Extent of Damage
Minor Damage

Officer Damage Estimate
Less Than Threshold

Travel Direction Traveling On
North |
Traffic Control Devices Traffic Control Device Functioning Speed Limit
No Control No Controls 45
Roadway Surface Conditions Roadway Character Alignment Number of Travel Lanes
Dry Straight Five Lanes
SF - 1481 (Rev 5/23) 3 of 6 RDA 1348
Aluay Seat Position
a Used |_AirBag Available-No Deployment Front Seat-Left Side
Complied With |Endorsemant 2 Comglied With Endarsement 3 Complied With
Complizd With Complied Rest Complied With

Ejected lTrappa: Injury Code Medical Transport
| Not Trapped No Injury Not Transported
ni Rasponder Type

Hitand Run
No Hit £nd Run

None

IDIstraclinn

Driver's 1st Condition
Appeared Normal

s Znd Condition

Driver's 3rd Condition

Driver's 1st Action
Nonz

Drivers 2nd Action

Driver's 3rd Action Triver's 41 Action

i g i

Drivers's 5th Action

Alcol

ﬁresence of Alechol Alcohol Test Status
No B | _Test Not Given
Presence of Drugs Drug Test Status
No | Test Not Given

Driver \

st Viclation st Violation Categary 1st Violation Description 1st Violation Statute
2nd Violaticn 2nd Viclation Category 2nd Violation Description 2nd Violation Statute
3rd Viclatian 3rd Violation Category 3rd Violation Description 3rd Violation Statute
4th Vi 4th Violation Categary 4th Vi n Description 4th ViolationStatute

5tn Violat

5th Vi

2ton Categery

5th Violaton Description

5th ViolationStatute
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" |lssurance 2

P S T OO TRty

Insurance 1 Type
Venicle

Insurance 1
966603787

Insurance 1 Carrier
PROGRESSIVE

Insurance 1 Start Date
2(23/2023

Insurance 1 End Date
8/23/2023

Insurance 2 Type

Insurance 2 Carrier

Insurance 2 Start Date

Insurance 2 End Date

Insurarce 3 Insurance 3 Type

!Insurance 3 Carrier
|

Insurance 3 Start Date

Insurance 3 End Date

Vehicle Dariage and Roadway Characteristics
Most Harmful Event Point of First Impact
Motor Vehicle-in-Transpori On Same d Rear End
Extent of Damags Officer Damage Estimate
Functional Damage Less Than Threshold
Travel Direction [Traveling On
or:h !
Traffic Con:rol Traffic Control Device Functioning Speed Limit
No Cot No Controls 45
Roadwa;, Roadway Character Alignment Number of Travel Lanes
ory igh Five Lanes

Narrative

RDA 1348

* 1, the affiant, wes dispatched to a two vehicle crash involving a Union County Constable. | arrived at the Food City in Maynardville, TN and spoke to driver # 2.
Driver # 2 stated that he was pulled over by driver # 1 and vehicle # 1 rolled into vehicle # 2's rear end with its front end while driver # 1 was out of the vehicle. |
had driver # 1 come to the scene and he confirmed that the event did occur. | looked at the stated damage areas and saw signs of minor damage to vehicle # 1's
front end and vehicie # 2's reer end. | asked both parties about why they left the location of the crash, which was on the shoulder of Highway 33 adjacent to Litile
Caesar's Pizza. Both drivers stated that they looked at the damage and went their separate ways without discussing a crash report. Driver # 2 pulled into Food
City Down the Road and decided that he wanted a report.

SF - 1481 (Rev 5/23)

RDA 1348
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N THE CIRCUIT COURT OF UNION COUNTY, TENNESSEE

REVA B. TAYLOR, personal representative

of the ESTATE OF JOSHUA D. 8COTT,

deceased, a citizen and resident of 1717

Four Mile Creek Road, Tazewell, Tennessee, 37879,

Platntiff,

. o 4200

Union County Tennessee
901 Main Sireef, Suite 100
Maynardville, TN 37807 {“Rﬁa (

COPY

{

L

Defendant.

COMPLAINT

Comes now the Plaintiff, Reva B. Taylor, the personal representative of the Fstate of Joshua

D3, Scott, on behalf of the statutory heirs and for canse of action for Wronglul Death pursuant to

Tenn. Code. Ann. § 20-5-107 and pursuant to The Tennessee Governmental Tort Liability Act

(Tenn. Code. Ann, § 25-20-101, 406) and all related statutes applicable thereto against the

Defendant, Union County, Tennessee, and files this Complaint with this Court, and hereby states
as follows:

PARTIES

1. Plaintiff, Reva B. Taylor, is the appointed personal represemtative of the Estate of Joshua 1.

Scott (deceased} by Order of the Hancock County Chancery Court entered on May §, 2024,

under case number 34CH1-2024-PR-1374. Joshua Scott was a resident of Hancock County,

Tennessee, at the time of his death, and resided there in the home of Reva B. Taylor, his

maternal great-grandmother, at 1717 Four Mile Creek Road, Tazewell, Termossee, 37879,
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12.

14.

15.

20.

2

—

22.

Minutes later, a second call was received by Union County Sheriff’s dispatch - a second
individual was calling in to report that the same white Dodge Ram pickup truck had struck

his neighbor’s mailbox on Sharps Chapel Road and proceeded to leave the area.

. The Union County dispatch again notified responding law enforcement of the actions of the

driver of the white Dodge Ram pickup, who was suspected to be impaired.

While driving down Sharps Chapel Road, Union County Constable, John Dennis, pulled up
behind a white Dodge Ram pickup which had already pulled off of the roadway in Union
County, Tennessee, and had been parked in a vacant lot beside the roadway.

As Dennis approached the white pickup, it fled from the scene.

. Dennis re-entered his Union County Constable patrol car, activated his emergency lights

and sirens, and initiated pursuit on the fleeing pickup down Sharps Chapel Road.

. With lights and sirens activated, Dennis continued to pursue the white pickup as it entered

Highway 33 and headed south toward Norris Lake and the Highway 33 Bridge crossing.

. During the pursuit, Dennis left the jurisdictional boundary of Union County, entering into

Claiborne County, before ultimately returning to Union County, Tennessee.

. Dennis made the decision to continue to pursue the impaired suspect down the descending

and curvy portion of Highway 33 as it approaches the entry of the bridge at Norris Lake.
In an attempt to flee the pursuit of Dennis, the driver of the pickup attempted to negotiate

this descending and curvy portion of the roadway with excessive speed.

. The flecing pickup lost control and crossed the center line in attempt to negotiate a hard

right-hand curve immediately before entering the bridge.
The pickup struck a northbound Dodge van, driven by twenty-two-year-old Joshua D. Scott,

head-on, causing Scott to die of blunt force trauma.
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COUNT [ - NEGLIGENCE PURSUANT TO THE TENNESSEE GOVERNMENTAL
TORT LIABILITY ACT § 29-20-101:406

3

purg

. Plaintiff adopts by reference Paragraphs 1-30 above.

32. At the time of the highway pursuit and collision, Dennis was an employee of Union County,
acting within the scope of his employment as pled herein.

33. Dennis was under a duty to safely operate his vehicle so as to avoid injury to third persons,
including Plaintiff. At the time and place set forth herein, Dennis breached his duty by
choosing to initiate and maintain a high-speed chase in violation of the following rules of
common law negligence:

a. failure to use due care;
b. failure to maintain a safe speed;
c. reckless driving under the attendant circumstances; and,

d. creating unreasonable risks of harm to third parties.

COUNT II - NEGLIGENCE PER SE
34. Plaintiff adopts by reference and realleges Paragraphs 1-33 above.
35. At the time and place set forth herein, Dennis was operating his vehicle in violation of the
following sections of the Tennessee Code Annotated, constituting negligence per se:

a. Tenn. Code Ann. §55-8-108 (e): “drivers of authorized emergency vehicles exercise due
regard for the safety of all persons™ and are liable to third parties where “conduct of the
law enforcement personnel was negligent and that negligence was a proximate cause of the
injuries to the third person™;

b. Tenn. Code Ann. § 55-8-136: “Drivers exercise due care”; and,

¢. Tenn, Code Ann. § 55-10-205: “Reckless Driving.”
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On this the 10w day of March, 2025.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

fle s

BLAKE S. BOWLING, Esq.

BPR No. 041412

Counsel for Plaintiff, Reva Taylor, Personal
Representative of The Estate of Joshua D. Scott

BOWLING LAW OFFICE, PLLC
1217 E. Cumberland Ave., Suite 3
P.O. Box 130

Middlesboro, KY 40965

T: (606) 248-8383

F: (606) 248-8388

E: bowlinglawoffice@gmail.com

COST BOND

We hereby acknowledge ourselves as sureties for the costs of this cause for all costs, taxes,
and damages, in accordance with Tenn. Cde. Ann. § 20-12-120.

By: M-ﬂ/”—b

Blake S. Bowling, Esq.
Bowling Law Office, PLLC
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR UNION COUNTY, TENNESSEE

GREG BALES, natural father, next of kin,
and personal representative of the
ESTATE OF CALEB CHANCE BALES,
deceased,

Plainiiff, NO. _Lﬁi_‘_

UNION COUNTY TENNESSEE
901 Main Street, Suite 100
Maynardville, TN 37807

V.

Defendant.

COMPLAINT

Comes now your Plaintiff, Greg Bales, natural father, next of kin, and personal
representative of the Estate of Caleb Chance Bales, on behalf of the statutory heirs, and for cause
of action for Wrongful Death pursuant to Tenn. Code. Ann. § 20-5-107 and The Tennessee
Governmental Tort Liability Act, Tenn. Code. Ann. § 29-20-101, 406, and all related statutes
applicable thereto against the Defendant, Union County, Tennessee, states as follows:

PARTIES

1. Plaintiff Greg Bales is the natural father, next of kin, and appointed Personal
Representative of the Estate of Caleb Chance Bales, deceased. Caleb Bales was a resident of
Knox County, Tennessee.

25 Caleb Bales died intestate and is survived by his parents who are the statutory
heirs.

3. Defendant, Union County Tennessee, is a political subdivision of the state of

Tennessee, which exercises the administration of various governmental services for the residents
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10.  While driving down Sharps Chapel Road, Union County Constable, John Dennis,
spotted a pickup truck matching the description that had pulled off the roadway and parked in a
vacant lot.

11.  On information and belief, Constable Dennis pulled up and stopped behind the
described vehicle and got out of his car. When he did so, the pickup truck fled from the parking
lot.

12. Constable Dennis got back in his Union County Constable patrol car, activated his
emergency lights and sirens, and initiated pursuit of the fleeing pickup truck down Sharps
Chapel Road.

13. With lights and sirens activated, Constable Dennis continued to pursue the pickup
as it entered Highway 33 and headed south toward Norris Lake and the Highway 33 Bridge
crossing.

14. During the pursuit, Constable Dennis left the jurisdictional boundary of Union
County, entering into Claiborne County, before ultimately returning to Union County,
Tennessee.

15 Constable Dennis made the decision to engage in a high-speed chase of the
suspected impaired driver down the descending and curvy portion of Highway 33 as it
approaches the entry of the bridge at Norris Lake.

16. As Constable Dennis chased the pickup truck headed towards the bridge, the
driver of the pickup attempted to negotiate this descending and curvy portion of the roadway, but
lost control, crossed the center line, and struck a northbound Dedge van, driven by 22-year-old
Joshua D. Scott, head on. All three occupants of both vehicles, Joshua D. Scott, Kevin Smith,

and Caleb Bales, died at the scene.
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24, On information and belief, there were no outstanding criminal warrants or other
facts or extenuating circumstances known to Constable Dennis which would have otherwise
justified his high-speed pursuit of a citizen merely suspected of driving while impaired.

COUNT 1 - NEGLIGENCE PURSUANT TO THE TENNESSEE GOVERNMENTAL
TORT LIABILITY ACT § 29-20-101, 406

25.  Plaintiff adopts by reference Paragraphs 1-24 above.

26. At the time of the highway pursuit and collision, Constable Dennis was an
employee of Union County, acting within the scope of his employment.

27.  Constable Dennis was under a duty to safely operate his vehicle so as to avoid
injury to third persons, including Plaintiff. At the time and place set forth herein, Constable
Dennis breached his duty by choosing to initiate and continue a high-speed chase in violation of
the following rules of common law negligence:

a. failure to use due care;

b. failure to maintain a safe speed;

c. reckless driving under the attendant circumstances; and,
d. creating unreasonable risks of harm to third parties.

COUNT II - NEGLIGENCE PER SE

28. Plaintiff adopts by reference and realleges Paragraphs 1-27 above.

29. At the time and place set forth herein, Constable Dennis was operating his vehicle
in violation of the following sections of the Tennessee Code Annotated, constituting negligence
per se:

a. Tenn. Code Ann. §55-8-108 (e): “drivers of authorized emergency vehicles
exercise due regard for the safety of all persons” and are liable to third parties

where “conduct of the law enforcement personnel was negligent and that
negligence was a proximate cause of the injuries to the third person;”
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- ;’ 7,
7/
Respectfully submitted this /2~ ¢ day of March, 2025.

BUTLER, VINES & BABB, P.L.L.C.
< § ~
ZZ - LT 2
~JOHN W BUTLER, BPR #014771
Attorney for Plaintiff
2701 Kingston Pike

Knoxville, Tennessee 37919
Phone/Fax: (865) 244-3925
Email: jbutler@bvblaw.com

COST BOND

We hereby acknowledge ourselves as sureties for the costs of this cause for all costs taxes

and damages in accordance with T.C.A. § 20-12-120.

_~JOHN W, BUTLER "

b. Hubbs Property Contract (Jail)
No action was taken in open meeting and was requested to be on the May 27, 2025 agenda.
19. New Business

A Motion was made by Sidney Jessee, Jr. and Seconded by Eddie Simpson to appoint Lisa
Holloway to the Equalization Board and to appoint Danny Cooke to the Budget Committee.

County Chairman Jason Bailey Called for a Roll Call Vote. Commissioners Voting For: Lynn
Beeler, Mike Boles, Angela Conner-Murphy, Bill Cox, Greg Dyer, Linda Effler, Dawn Flatford,
Sidney Jessee, Jr., R.L. Jones, Larry Lay, Ashley Mike, Kenny Moore, Gerald Simmons, Eddie
Simpson and Cheryl Walker. Commissioners Voting Against: None. Commissioners Passing:
Danny Cooke. Motion Carried.

20.  Addendums
a. 911 Employee Insurance

A Motion was made by Gerald Simmons and Seconded by Greg Dyer to add the 911
Employees to the county’s health insurance roll.

County Chairman Jason Bailey Called for a Roll Call Vote. Commissioners Voting For: Lynn
Beeler, Mike Boles, Angela Conner-Murphy, Danny Cooke, Bill Cox, Greg Dyer, Linda Effler,
Dawn Flatford, Sidney Jessee, Jr., R.L. Jones, Larry Lay, Ashley Mike, Kenny Moore, Gerald
Simmons and Cheryl Walker. Commissioners Voting Against: None. Commissioners
Passing: Eddie Simpson. Motion Carried.
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21. Adjourn

A Motion was made by Gerald Simmons and Seconded by Greg Dyer to Adjourn.

County Chairman Jason Bailey Called for a Roll Call Vote. Commissioners Voting For: Lynn
Beeler, Mike Boles, Angela Conner-Murphy, Danny Cooke, Bill Cox, Greg Dyer, Linda Effler,
Dawn Flatford, Sidney Jessee, Jr., R.L. Jones, Larry Lay, Ashley Mike, Kenny Moore, Gerald
Simmons, Eddie Simpson and Cheryl Walker. Commissioners Voting Against: None.

Commissioners Passing: None. Motion Carried.

Union County Commission Regular Meeting Adjourned at 8:51 P.M.
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